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Celebration of the Life of  
Freddy J. Fife 

July 15, 1957 - May 12, 2022 

Officiant:   
I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me 
shall never die.  John 11:25–26

For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.  
And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
whom I shall see for myself, 
and my eyes shall behold, and not another. Job 19:25–27

For none of us lives to himself, 
and none of us dies to himself. 
For if we live, we live to the Lord,  
and if we die, we die to the Lord.  
So, then, whether we live or whether we die, 
we are the Lord’s. Romans 14:7–9

For we brought nothing into the world,  
and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 
blessed be the Name of the Lord. 1 Timothy 6:7, Job 1:21 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord; 
Even so, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors. Revelation 14:13 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:     And with your spirit. 
Officiant:  Let us pray. 

Officiant:  O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed death and brought life 
and immortality to light: Grant that your servant Freddy, being raised with Christ, may know the strength of his 
presence and rejoice in his eternal glory; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever 
and ever. 
People:  Amen. 

Officiant:  Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: deal graciously with those who 
mourn, especially Freddy’s family. Surround them with your love, that they may not be overwhelmed 
by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
People:  Amen. 

The people stand and remain standing for the Opening Hymn and Collects. 

 

Preservice Recording:  Go Rest High on That Mountain  Vince Gill 
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Opening Hymn:  I Come to the Garden Alone 

    a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

CCLI Song #62858 Words & Music: Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of use. 
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 2429023 

 The Liturgy of the Word 

The People sit. 

First Reading:  Ecclesiastes 3:1–4 
1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  

2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
    a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 

3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
    a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 



5 

The Psalm: 23:1–6
1    The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  

2      He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  

3      He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

4      Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 

rod and thy staff they comfort me.  

5      Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over. 

6      Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of 

the LORD for ever. 

Reader and People:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 1:3–4 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 
4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

The people stand to sing and remain standing for the Gospel. 

Hymn:  How Great Thou Art  vs. 1,3,4 
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     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    and born of the Virgin Mary. 

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Holy Gospel:  John 5:24–27 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does  
not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, 

and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For 

as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given 

him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.  

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people sit. 

The Homily:  The Rev. Mike Moffitt 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The people stand and affirm the creed with the priest. 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
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Officiant:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

People and Officiant:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,   
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us this day our daily bread. 
      And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

      And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Prayers of the People

Officiant: Let us pray, saying, “Hear our prayer.” Almighty God, you knit together your elect in one  
communion and fellowship, in the mystical body of your Son, Christ our Lord: Grant, we pray, to your whole 

Church in heaven and on earth, your light and peace.

Officiant:  Lord, in your mercy: 
People:     Hear our prayer.

Officiant:  Grant  that  all  who  have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin and      
rise to newness of life, that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful  
resurrection. 

Officiant:  Lord, in your mercy: 
People:     Hear our prayer. 

Officiant:  Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit may 
lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days.

Officiant:  Lord, in your mercy: 
People:     Hear our prayer. 

Officiant:  Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins, and 
serve you in faithful obedience.

Officiant:  Lord, in your mercy: 
People:     Hear our prayer. 

Officiant:  Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your fatherly care, that, casting their grief on you, they 
may know the consolation of your love. 

Officiant:  Lord, in your mercy: 
People:     Hear our prayer. 
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Officiant:  Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection of life everlasting. 

Officiant:  Lord, in your mercy: 
People:     Hear our prayer. 

Officiant:  Grant us grace to entrust Freddy to your never-failing love; receive him into the arms of your  
mercy, and remember him according to the favor which you show to all your people. 

Officiant:  Lord, in your mercy: 
People:     Hear our prayer. 

Officiant:  Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of you, he may go from strength to strength in the 
life of perfect service in your heavenly kingdom. 

Officiant:  Lord, in your mercy: 
People:     Hear our prayer. 

Silence may be kept. 

Confession of Sin 

Officiant:  Let us humbly confess our sins to almighty God. 

Silence 
People kneel as able and pray.

Officiant and People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we hum-
bly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may de-
light in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen 

Officiant:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to 
all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, the fullness of life in your 
eternal and everlasting glory, and, with all your saints, to receive the crown of life promised to all who share 
in the victory of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Officiant:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And with your spirit. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who rose victorious from the dead and comforts us with the blessed hope of 
everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body lies 
in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in heavens. 
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The Commendation 

Officiant:  Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
All:      All where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

Officiant:  You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the 
earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you decree, saying,  “You are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.”  All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song:  
People:    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Officiant:  Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Freddy. Acknowledge, we 
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own  
redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and 
into the glorious company of the saints in light.  
People:   Amen. 

Closing Hymn:  Amazing Grace 

Words: John Newton (1725-1807), alt.; st. 5, John Rees (19th cent.) Music:  New Britain, 
from Virginia Harmony, 1831; adapt. att. Edwin Othello Excell (1851-1921);  harm. Austin 
Cole Lovelace (b. 1919) © 1974 Abington Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Following hymn sung while family is invited to lead the procession. 

Priest:  Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 
People:  Thanks to be to God, Alleluia, alleluia. 
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I’m Free 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free,  
I’m following the path God has laid for me. I 

took His hand when I heard His call, 
I turned my back and left it all. 

I could not stay another day, 
To laugh, to love, to work or play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way, 
I found the peace at the close of the day. 

If my parting has left a void, 
Then fill it with remembered joys- 
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow, 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much, 
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief- 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart, and share with me, 
God wanted me now, He set me free. 
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

Scripture quotations are from the HOLY BIBLE, ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION® . (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry 
of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

In the Lord’s service today: 

Clergy:  The Rev. Mike Moffitt 
Pianist:  Jan Beckett 
Crucifer:  David Gwaltney 
Reader:  Teresa Moffitt 
Video/Audio:  Wayne Hamlett 
Vestry:  Constance McDearmon 
Altar Guild:  Anna Brennan 
Reception:  LOC Volunteers 

The Fife family thanks you for coming to be with us on this occasion. 
Please join them in the Parish Hall for a reception,  

immediately following the graveside service. 




